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When Nicol Kessinger began dating Christopher Watts in July, he was a gentle man and thoughtful father who was at the end of the divorce process. It was only after Frederick's wife and two daughters went missing in August that Kessinger learned that Watts had never started divorce proceedings with his wife, who was 15 weeks pregnant, and that he had
lied to her throughout the relationship, which lasted less than two months. Kessinger was shocked by Watts' arrest. But she never doubted that he had killed his wife, Shanann, and their two daughters, Bella, 4, and Celeste, 3. I don't think there's a logical explanation for what he did,' she said. It's a senseless act, and it's terrible. Kessinger addressed
investigators before Watts' arrest and participated in numerous police interviews, describing the details of their relationship and what he told her about his missing family. Now that Watts has pleaded guilty to the murders, Kessinger said in an exclusive interview with The Denver Post that she wanted to share her side of the story. Many people speculated
about their relationship after an arrest affidavit revealed that Watts was having an affair with an unnamed woman. Watts, 33, is scheduled to appear in court Monday for a sentencing hearing after pleading guilty last week to killing his wife and two children in August and hiding their bodies at a rural Weld County oil site. If the judge agrees to a plea deal, Watts
will be sentenced to life in prison for crimes that drew national attention to a small town north of Denver. Kessinger, a 30-year-old Colorado native, said the brief affair turned her life upside down as people called her on social media and discussed the relationship in online forums. We just met, Kessinger said. I barely knew him. Kessinger's brief relationship
was working in the environment department with anadarko Oil Contractor when the two met, she said during an interview Thursday morning at the office of her attorney, Ed Hopkins. Every morning, Watts and other cameramen gathered in the office lounge while they waited to be dispatched to the site. Kessinger went through the group to put her lunch in the
fridge, but she never spoke to Watts. One day, in mid-June, he entered her office to introduce himself. They continued to have casual conversations. She noticed that Watts was not wearing an engagement ring, and Kessinger, who was alone, thought he was attractive. When he spoke to me, he was very soft. He turned out to be a good listener, she said.
Watts told her he had two daughters, and after Kessinger asked, Watts said he was separated and ended in divorce, she said. I believed him, she said. When they first met out of work in late June, Kessinger asked Watts more questions about his divorce. He told her that the mutual divorce was almost final, and they were going through a financial She said.
She is. The two began a physical relationship in early July and saw each other four to five times a week, Kessinger said. She told him that she wanted to take him slowly and he should focus on helping his daughters adjust to the divorce. When Watts went to visit the family in North Carolina in late July, he called to tell her that his divorce was final, Kessinger
said. Later that month, he asked Kesinger to help him find an apartment that would be good for him and his daughters. They never talked about the long-term plans of their relationship. He made me believe he was doing all the things that a rational person and a good father would do,' she said. Kessinger has never met anyone from Watts' family or friends.
RJ Sangosti, Denver PostFrank Rzucek's father Shananne Watts, left, and her brother Frankie Rzucek were in the Christopher Watts Court of Charges hearing at Weld County Courthouse on August 21, 2018 in Greeley. Christopher Watts faces nine charges, including multiple counts of first-degree murder of his wife Shanann and his two young daughters,
4-year-old Bella, and 3-year-old Celeste.RJ Sangosti, Denver PostChristopher Watts is in court for his court hearing on charges at Weld Courthouse County on August 21, 2018 in Greeley. RJ Sangosti, The Denver PostChristopher Watts is in court for his hearing on charges at the Weld County Courthouse on August 21, 2018 in Greeley. Watts faces nine
charges, including several counts of first-degree murder of his wife and his two young daughters. RJ Sangosti, The Denver PostNancy Lee takes a moment after laying flowers at the makeshift memorial of Shanann, Bella and Celeste Watts, outside the family home on August 17, 2018 in Frederick. Frederick police arrested Shannan's husband, Christopher
Watts, on suspicion of killing three. RJ Sangosti, Denver PostMembers of the community gather for a candlelight vigil in honor of Shanann, Bella and Celeste Watts outside the family home on August 17, 2018 in Frederick. RJ Sangosti, Of Denver PostAubriella Luna, 8, joins other members of her community for a candlelight vigil honoring Shananna, Bella
and Celeste Watts outside the family home on August 17, 2018, in Frederick. RJ Sangosti, Chief of the Denver PostFrader's Police Department Todd Norris speaks to the media on August 16, 2018 in Frederick. Frederick police arrested Shannan's husband Christopher Watts on suspicion of killing three. RJ Sangosti, The Denver PostAccurs Christopher
Watts' arrest warrant, Shananna Watts's body was found in a shallow grave near the oil site seen here on August 21, 2018 near Roggen. Both of her daughters' bodies, 4-year-old Bella and 3-year-old Celeste, were submerged for days in the same oil tanks in rural eastern Colorado, prosecutors said. RJ Sangosti, Denver PostColleen Hendrickson and her
grandson Ezra Reed, 3, who lives down the street, lay flowers on a makeshift Chananne, Bella and Celeste Watts, who have been missing since Monday, outside the family home 16 August 2018 in Frederick. Frederick police arrested Shannan's husband Christopher Watts on suspicion of killing three. RJ Sangosti, The Denver PostResidents stand in front of
a makeshift memorial to Shanann, Bella and Celeste Watts outside the family home on August 17, 2018 in Frederick. Frederick police arrested Shannan's husband Christopher Watts on suspicion of killing three. Shock and sadness on August 13, on Monday, when Shanann and the girls disappeared, Watts wrote to Kessinger to say he was busy. The two
chatted as usual throughout the working day. Around 3:45 p.m., Watts wrote that his family had left, she said. He told Kessinger that Shanann took the girls on a date and never came back. He seemed random and showed no emotion, she said. Kessinger was worried about her missing family, but she didn't want to do anything about a situation in which Watts
seemed calm. Journalists then showed up at the Watts family home. I was very confused as to why the media were in his house,' she said. Later that night, Kessinger learned the whole situation: Shananna's wallet and purse were still in the house; Watts left his job early to let the police into his home; people tried unsuccessfully to contact Shanann all day.
When I read the news, I found out he was still married and his wife was 15 weeks pregnant, Kessinger said. She was shocked by his lies and feared for the missing woman and children, she said. I thought: If he was able to lie to me and hide something that big, what else was he lying about? She said. In a flurry of long calls and texts that night, Watts
changed his story about his split from his wife. Kessinger barraged Watts with questions: Were there any signs someone had forced themselves into the house? Were the daughters' car seats still there? Was one of the girls still in the house? Watts did not show any emotion during their conversations and tried to change the subject from his missing family,
Kessinger said. It seemed off, Kessinger said. While at work on August 14, she texted Watts, encouraging him to tell him what he knew about their disappearance and asking what he had done. He told her he would never hurt his family, she said. The thing is that he told me so many lies that I eventually told him that I didn't want to talk to him again until his
family was found,' she said. Kessinger checked the news in the hope that Shanann and the girls would be found. The next morning, she called the Weld County Sheriff's Office to tell them about her relationship with Watts and his lies, she said. She met with FBI investigators that day. I just wanted to help,' she said. With a pregnant woman and two missing
children, I was going to do the best I could. Her suspicions were confirmed when police arrested Watts on the same night, August 15, for the murder of his wife and two daughters. Kessinger saw it on the news. I just felt so, so sad,' she said. Ever since he she never doubted that he had killed them. The story that Watts told police that he killed Shanann after
he saw her strangle one of the girls is a lie, Kessinger said. He's a liar, she said. He lied about everything. All.
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